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GA TODAY

A QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER FOR GENERAL AVIATION WITHIN THE LEHIGH VALLEY AIRPORT SYSTEM.

passion drives the mission

30 years ago, Ted Rosenberger didn’t imagine a life of flying.

Having built an innovative mobile software company while piloting his own aircraft to
visit customers, Ted discovered the value of private aviation in business.

IN THIS ISSUE

“Piloting my own aircraft for business travel certainly allowed for a lot of flexibility and
efficiency, elevated our reach, and facilitated regular customer interaction, "said Ted
Rosenberger, CEO, Vertivue.
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Ted founded Vertivue Air Charters after his software company was acquired in 2005.
Vertivue is now the only charter operation approved by the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) at Allentown’s Queen City Airport (XLL). The company charters a
Cessna Citation jet, a King Air turboprop, and a turbine-powered Enstrom helicopter.
Ted is ATP-rated, has approximately 6000 hours of flight time, and acts as the
company’s Chief Pilot.
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Getaways to Martha’s Vineyard or Cape Cod, multi-stop business trips across the country,
sight-seeing tours around New York City, and even emergency cargo flights – Vertivue is
now providing a huge variety of flight services for business and individual clients.
“Individuals and families realize they can show up at Queen City, hop in the aircraft and
we’re airborne in 5 minutes. My clients can depart Allentown at 5 pm on a Friday and be
enjoying dinner in Stowe or Nantucket by 7. The return home Sunday doesn’t involve
spending 7 or 8 hours behind the wheel of a car fighting I-95 traffic,” said Rosenberger.
While COVID-19 has certainly reduced business travel, the pandemic has opened the
cockpit door to new clients, says Rosenberger.
“Beyond business executives enjoying this hassle-free experience, private individuals
charter Vertivue aircraft to minimize COVID-19 exposure risk and a more flexible
schedule than commercial air travel,” said Rosenberger. “Everyone who tries it leaves
expressing their strong desire to keep flying this way. The sheer efficiency is addicting”.
According to Ted, every pilot is looking for a mission. Transporting passengers fulfills a
love of navigating the skies, but Rosenberger embraces a much bigger mission – one
that is lifesaving. A midnight call often results in Ted, for example, heading to Baltimore
in his jet to pick up donated lungs and delivering them in 90 minutes to a recipient in
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Vertivue works with logistics companies that provide
transportation services to health networks when time is of the essence.
“Gratifying is the best word to describe the feeling you have when helping people by
employing one’s passion for aviation,” said Rosenberger.
During last year’s presidential campaign cycle, democratic nominee Pete Buttigieg used
Vertivue as his primary source of air travel while bouncing between campaign stops. “I
pinched myself once in a while when I looked back and realized that I was flying a guy
who very well may be President someday. It was an awesome responsibility and the
experience of a lifetime.”
On average, Ted is spending 600-700 hours per year in the air, and he doesn’t anticipate
this busy schedule to decelerate anytime soon. The company plans to add additional
pilots and aircraft later in 2021.
More information is available at Vertivue.com.
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spotlight on services
available at N43 and XLL
N43
ProFlite Aeroservices fLIGHT SCHOOL
profliteaero.com

SPIRIT WINGS aviation aircraft maintenance
spiritwingsaviation.com

XLL
FLYGATEWAY flight school
flygateway.org
FlyAdvanced aircraft maintenance
flyadvanced.com

SITE OF THE SUMMER

Braden Airpark (N43) is one step closer to the arrival of a new
terminal building.
In January 2021, the Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority
(LNAA) officially purchased the pre-engineered building through
The Interlocal Purchasing System (TIPS).

OBSTRUCTION REMOVAL

PAGE 2

The obstruction removal project at Queen City Airport (XLL) has
reached the halfway point with the completion of phase I of the
project.
Phase II is scheduled to begin in April 2021.

The 2,200 square foot building (36" x 64”) includes public meeting
space, FBO offices, and pilot services with a lounge.

Tree removal will take place on the following properties, Mack
Trucks, the City of Allentown parks, and private residences.

“Delivery is anticipated this summer, which certainly changes the
public face of the Airpark. It’s exciting and we’re hoping that not
only aviation enthusiasts use the building, but the community
does as well for special events,” said Thomas R. Stoudt, Executive
Director, LNAA.

A pre-construction meeting was held in January 2021 to review
details of the project and coordinate the schedule for tree
removal.

The site plan is currently being prepared by lead engineer
McFarland Johnson, Inc. which includes a new airfield vehicle
access roadway with security gate, new utility connections, ADA
access ramps, sidewalks and landscaping.

This project is 100% federally-funded through the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA) Airport Improvement Program
(AIP) and CARES Act grant funding.

RUNWAY 6-24 REHABILITATION UPDATE

While the COVID-19 pandemic adversely affected most areas of aviation, construction has been expedited on the Runway 6-24
rehabilitation project at Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE).
“A significant drop in flight traffic since March 2020 presented opportunities to get more work done outside the pre-arranged
runway closure windows,” said Ryan Meyer, Director of Planning & Programming, Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority (LNAA).
Phase I and II are ahead of schedule, while Phase III is expected to begin in early spring 2021.
During Phase III construction there will be two airfield closures, one will be 72-hours in duration, the second will be 54-hours in
duration:
12:00 AM Friday, September 17th through 12:00 AM Monday, September 20th.
12:00 AM Tuesday, September 28th through 6:00 AM Thursday, September 30th.
“These will be very similar to the Runway 6-24 closure two years ago (May 2019), and requires significant coordination in advance
with airline partners, stakeholders, and tenants,” said Meyer
Nightly closures of Runway 6-24 return in May 2021, from 11:00 p.m. – 6:00 a.m. on Monday through Friday. Runway 13-31 will be
available during these nightly closures.
Phases I, II, and III are expected to be complete by the end of the year. Phase IV design documents will be made available for bid in
the next few weeks.

STARTING ON THE RUNWAY

Over the next 10 months, the Lehigh-Northampton Airport
Authority (LNAA) will kick off initial stages of a multi-phase and
multimillion dollar reconstruction of Runway 15-33 at Queen City
Airport (XLL).

WEATHER WARRIORS
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“We’re going to work alongside engineering consultants to
develop the design concept which will be completed by the end
of 2021 to ensure its inclusion in the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) 2022 federal grant cycle. Construction will
begin sometime late 2022,” said Ryan Meyer, Director of Planning
and Programming, LNAA.
The design includes upgraded LED runway lighting, plus
strengthening the pavement section to meet future demand and
weight requirements based on the 2019 Airport Master Plan
forecast.
This critical project received a major injection of financial support
last summer (August 2020), when the FAA announced $340,033 in
grant funding from the Airport Improvement Program (AIP) and
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Securities (CARES) Act.
Due to funding limitations, the Runway 15-33 rehabilitation
project is scheduled to be phased over two (2) years.

Mother Nature has not let up on the throttle this winter season.
Over 50 inches of snow has landed in the Lehigh Valley region to
date.
Kimberly Eisenhart, Operations Manager for Queen City Airport
(XLL) / Braden Airpark (N43) and the entire staff have been
working around the clock to ensure safe operations and
accessibility at both general aviation facilities.
Thank you for your hard work and tremendous effort!

Maintenance Tip: courtesy of David DaSilva (SpiritWings Aviation, LLC)
KEEPING IT CLEAN - THE DANGERS OF UNDETECTED CORROSION

This month, I would like to highlight a subject that, I think, does not receive enough attention in many general aviation
aircraft maintenance plans. We are talking about the danger and damage that corrosion can cause in our aircraft.
Many of the general aviation aircraft that are still flying were never designed to last this long in service. Many larger
category aircraft are designed with airframes that “time out” after they have accumulated a certain amount of flight hours. The
designers of these aircraft, who mostly have pressurized cabins, have calculated in service time limits that will take these aircraft
out of service when these limits are reached. We have witnessed through the years, the devastating stories and loss of life that
metal fatigue and corrosion can cause on an aircraft. Many general aviation aircraft do not have in service airframe limits and
have been in service over 40 years.
Aircraft manufacturers have issued service information letters and service bulletins through out the life span of many
aircraft to highlight potential problems that have shown up over the life span of these aircraft. With critical problems, the aircraft
manufacturer will typically issue a mandatory service bulletin. Aircraft flying under Federal Aviation Regulation Part 91, are
typically not required to comply with these mandatory service bulletins (SB). Many aircraft owners and maintenance shops
choose to cut maintenance costs by not complying with these SBs. The FAA has, also, issued Airworthiness Directives
incorporating many of these SBs or for other maintenance issues.
The focus of this short article is to highlight the importance of well-informed and detailed inspections for corrosion during
scheduled maintenance events. This is not an area where we should look to when cutting maintenance costs. Undetected or
unrepaired corrosion can cause serious damage to your aircraft that can be more expensive in the future to repair. It can also be
fatal.
Let us know how we can help!
SpiritWings Aviation, LLC is located at Braden Airpark in Forks Township, PA.
Please give us a call at 484-294-2659 if you have any questions, or visit us online at www.spiritwingsaviation.com.
At SpiritWings Aviation, we look forward to the challenge of earning your business.
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general aviation websites

The Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority (LNAA) has developed general aviation websites for all three
airport facilities: Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE), Queen City Airport (XLL), and Braden Airpark (N43).
https://www.flyabe.com/general-aviation-lnaa/
We encourage you to visit these sites to learn more about hangar pricing, hours of operation, and services
provided.
If you have general aviation needs, requests, or concerns, please fill out the form on the new GA website
homepage listed above so we can help.

Upcoming Events
LNAA BOARD MEETINGs:
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, these upcoming Board Meetings will be held virtually.
Tuesday, March 30th at 12:00 pm
LNAA Boardroom

Tuesday, April 27th at 12:00 pm
LNAA Boardroom

hours of operation
Queen City (XLL):
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

7:00 am - 6:00 pm
7:00 am - 6:00 pm
7:00 am - 6:00 pm
7:00 am - 6:00 pm
7:00 am - 6:00 pm
7:00 am - 6:00 pm
7:00 am - 6:00 pm

*Braden (N43):
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Unattended
Unattended
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Unattended
9:00 am - 5:00 pm
9:00 am - 5:00 pm

If your aircraft needs to be
pulled out of a hangar for a
flight on the days Braden is not
staffed, please contact David
at SpiritWings (484) 294-2659
and he can assist within a
minimum of an hours notice.

*Self-fuel is available when Braden is unattended.

